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Introduction

The integration of Information Technology (IT) in all the spheres of social life is challenging
the foundations of education. The key outcome of today’s education is becoming the development
of an appropriate skill set in order to search, analyze and evaluate the acquired information.
Nowadays, in compliance with globalization and informatization, IT has penetrated all the spheres
of public life, including the educational sector. In accordance with these recent trends, the
educational paradigm has been subjected to changes in terms of organization and management
methodology. In particular, the effective implementation of IT in the educational sector, enabled to
ensure a wide range of important factors such as the promotion of learning motivation, the use of
various teaching methods, the availability of lifelong learning and the modernization of continual
professional development mechanisms, significantly increasing the effectiveness of the educational
process. However, with this set of tools, increasing the efficiency of the educational process,
Information Technologies have also arisen a number of challenges [5, 4]. In particular, these
challenges refer to the competent and effective use of IT by both learners and teachers. It implies
the mastery of a set of competencies, which enable, on the one hand, to provide, and on the other
hand, to receive education based on professional skills, the outcome of which would be the
continuous maintenance of professional competitiveness in the constantly fluctuating job market.
Perhaps, this is possible only due to the effective implementation of IT in the educational sector.

The informatization of the education sector has been studied in the context of lifelong
learning and the modernization of educational content. A significant amount of research has
contributed to understanding this topic (Astvatsatryan M.G., Terzyan G.H. and others, 2004,
Astvatsatryan M.G., Avagyan M.H., Terzyan G.H., 2015, Bayadyan H., 2005, the “Draft State
Program for the Development of Education of the Republic of Armenia until 2030”). Besides, the
works of a number of foreign authors have also been taken into account (Bapanos O. A., 2002, Jlay
X., 2006, Cmeranuna C. 1., 2002, Ceicoes II. B., 2010, @enopos A. B., 2015, Yensimesa 1. B., 2009,
Yugepuna H. B., 2008, Alderson ]. Ch., 2000, Andersen B. B., 2013, Bravender P., 2015,
Buckingham D., 2003, Coiro J., 2008, Joosten T., 2012, Serafini F., 2010, Trebor R. Scholz, 2010),
UNESCO's fundamental documents, guidelines and manuals related to the field of media education.

The object of the research is the specificity of teaching vocabulary in an EFL class through the
Internet. The aim of the research is revealing both the advantages and the challenges of teaching
vocabulary through the Internet resources. The following problems derive from the aim of the
research:

= determining the new literacies of the 21% century,

= highlighting the challenges the use of the Internet brings about,

= comparing the traditional and contemporary pedagogical contexts of teaching vocabulary,

= revealing the didactic functions of the Internet, as a teaching aid,

= demonstrating the advantages of using the Internet in an EFL class

The novelty of the research is the revelation of benefits and challenges of Internet-based
vocabulary teaching in an EFL adult class based on experimental teaching results carried out at the
Faculty of Law of the Police Educational Complex of RA. The research is premised on the following
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methods: description, categorization, generalization, comparative and deductive analysis,
experimental teaching results analysis. The practical value of the research is the new principles that
could be used in the elaboration of teaching materials, guidelines and teacher training courses.

Content

The first attempt to incorporate IT into the educational process was made in France in 1915,
and by the 1960s in most universities in Western Europe and in the USA [4, 271]. Interestingly,
Information Technologies are able to be effectively incorporated into the context of any field of
education and to ensure the achievement of the expected measurable outcomes. Specifically, as an
example, the article illustrates the use of the Internet in teaching vocabulary in an EFL class. In
particular, the features of linguistic and non-linguistic, translational and non-translational methods
of vocabulary teaching in the context of innovative education have been considered and the
advantages of the digitalization towards the effectiveness of the educational process have been
emphasized. These advantages include the increase in learner's motivation, the diversification of the
educational process, the consideration of different learning styles, the development of information
literacy, and the feedback provision.

In the context of traditional education, practicing vocabulary is significantly different from
the context of innovative education. The conditions of innovative education suggest the
implementation of digital technologies into the educational process for didactic purposes. And if, in
the first case we deal with a bilateral relationship: teacher-learner, then in the second case we deal
with a three-dimentional relationship: teacher-interface-learner. This mediated educational process
greatly contributes to the mastery of any aspect of a foreign language, in particular, due to the
increase in the level of visualization of the learning material. Visualization make a significant
increase in the level of perception of the information, conveyed in the text by the learner due to the
combination of mental and visual analysis of information [3, 3]. On the other hand, in the context
of media education (technology-mediated teaching process) the Internet offers the following
benefits:
offers a wealth of new ideas and resources for teachers (lesson plans, handouts, teaching

aids) and for students (online exercises, puzzles, games),

facilitates exchange of experience and communication between teachers and students across
international borders,

provides students with the opportunity to take part in projects to practice language and

share cultures. This can be quicker and more efficient than traditional pen pal exchanges
and is available worldwide,

= makes research tools accessible to general public [7, 98].

In order to demonstrate the benefits and the challenges of Internet-based vocabulary teaching
in an EFL class, experimental teaching was carried out at the Faculty of Law of the Educational
Complex of Police of RA. The conditions of experimetnal teaching were as follows:

Number of Students - 34

Age group — 17-18 years old

Level - A2

Time — Spring semester, 2024

Period — 36 academic hours

Within the framework of experimental teaching, the vocabulary section was taught
exceptionally through the use of Internet-based tasks and activities, which made it possible to
reveal both the advantages and disadvantages of Internet-mediated teaching. In fact, ongoing
monitoring of the teaching process, along with the analysis of students’ progress in task completion,



their motivation, and their attitude towards the new learning style, made it clear that the Internet
fulfills the following didactic functions:

1. Increase in learner's motivation.

A key factor to the effectiveness of the educational process is learners' motivation, especially
in case of studying foreign languages. In general, the formation of communicative competence
requires a lot of effort and time. It includes persistent dictionary work, memorization of unknown
words, repetition, continuous and intensive sessions. Sometimes, even after making a lot of efforts
and alotting time, learners face difficulties and lack of result, that gradually leads to the decline in
motivation. Making the educational process diversified and interesting, engaging learners in the
educational process becomes more effective through the use of Internet, which gives an
opportunity to suppliment the educational material with audiovisual tools and to make the
teaching-learning process more interactive and alive. In other words, if in the context of traditional
education, working out vocabulary implied long and boring dictionary work on the learner's part,
in the context of innovative education, using Internet resources, this task could be completed faster
and more efficiently, contributing to the maintenance of learners' stable motivation.

2. Diversification of the educational process.

Diversifying the educational process means enriching it with different teaching aids and
making use of a number of methods and techniques. In case of teaching vocabulary, the overall
process refers not only to the translation or explanation of unknown words, but also to listening,
watching videos with the use of a given word, preparing flashcards or animations via the Internet.
For example, working out unknown words with online dictionaries, enables not only to identify the
meaning of a word, but also to hear the pronunciation and to see the semantic map of the unknown
word. In this case, those senses of percetion are activated, which contribute to the effective
acquisition of any language point [1, 29]. Moreover, it is possible to use both linguistic and non-
linguistic methods of teaching vocabulary. In case of non-linguistic methods (revealing the meaning
of a word through objects, images, gestures, or actions), the Internet offers a wide range of websites
with ready-made images, videos, and animations to explain the meaning of unknown words.

As far as linguistic methods are concerned, the Internet is filled with a number of online
dictionaries for the application of the translation method. Working with an online dictionary
accelerates the speed of search and is more available for learners if they have a gadget. As for
revealing the meaning of a word through non-translational methods (explanation in the target
language, enumeration, synonym, antonym, keyword, guessing the meaning, word formation
analysis) it can be carried out through websites designed for an immediate obtention of the entire
semantic and morphological paradigm of a given word on a single platform.

3. Consideration of learning styles.

The effective implementation of Internet resources in the educational process, makes it
possible to organize the teaching-learning process in accordance with students' individual learning
styles. For some learners, listening is more effective for memorizing newly assimilated words, while
for others, solving online crosswords or communicating with artificial intelligence (AL) is more
useful.

4. Formation of information literacy.

The use of the Internet in the educational process significantly contributes to the
development of learners' cognitive skills. Looking up an unfamiliar word in an online dictionary,
learners use hypertexts. Each hyperlink immediately provides new information and meanwhile
raises new questions, continuing in an endless chain. Moreover, hyperlinks might contain
information not only in a textual format, but also in audio, audiovisual and graphical (hypermedia)
format. Thus, the search for word meaning evolves into an interconnected chain of educational and
cognitive activity, which gives the learner the skills to figure out and satisfy his own information
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needs [6, 112]. The latter is the cornerstone of lifelong language learning, which is the imperative of
modern educational policy. In fact, nowadays learning foreign languages is considered to be a
lifelong task, thus it is extremely important to develop appropriate skills and motivational features
and abilities in order to continue language learning beyond the classroom. And today, Internet
resources have become an invaluable and inexhaustible source for self-study and continual
professional development (CPD) [2, 10].

5. Feedback provision.

Feedback is of crucial importance in the organization and management of education.
Providing feedback through the Internet is characterized by accessibility, speed and objectivity. In
this case, the Internet is filled with websites and applications through which one can independently
assimilate foreign language vocabulary, test their knowledge and get an instrumental feedback.

Given these facts, the experimental teaching also revealed that the Internet-based vocabulary
teaching entails a wide range of challenges, such as the reformulation of teacher’s and learner’s role
and the lack of media, computer and Internet literacy on the part of the learners. In fact, the
Internet-based teaching implies some reformulation of teacher’s and learner’s roles. A direct
consequence of this consists in the changed role of a teacher, which passes from the unique source
of information and pedagogical effects to the function of a guide in the sea of information given by
the Network, and of a creator (designer) of situations oriented toward the educational process [8,
22]. Thus, the analysis of the results of the experimental teaching revealed that the students lacked
a kind of autonomy in order to identify their learning needs and find solutions.

The other challenge the students faced was the lack of media, computer and Internet literacy.
These are the new forms of literacy indispensable in the educational context of the 21 century. In
this case these new forms of literacy refer to the effective use of Internet search tools, evaluation of
websites, obtention of necessary information for the definition of unknown words. Unfortunately,
the students made use of websites randomly without giving much thought to their specificity. This
is also considered to be a big challenge in teaching vocabulary in an EFL class.

Thus, the experimental teaching demonstrated the didactic functions of the Internet in
teaching vocabulary meanwhile revealing the areas that need improvement. Accordingly, it is
highly recommended to develop students’ media, computer and Internet literacy skills before
delivering Internet-based lessons. It is also advisable to increase learners’ autonomy beforehand as
Internet-based learning encompasses a wide scope of individual learning activities.

Conclusions

The didactic potential of the Internet contributes to the efficiency of language learning to a
great extent. Some important components of teaching-learning process, such as motivation,
diversification and feedback take effect with the appropriate use of the Internet. On the other hand,
the use of the Internet implies new challenges developing language skills in a new pedagogical
condition. Specifically, a kind of rearrangement of the roles of a teacher and a learner takes place:
the teacher acts as a guide, and the learner as an individual who is skilled with appropriate
compitencies in order to identify his own information needs and to outline his learning path.
Furthermore, the new learning context implies a cluster of skills such as media, information and
compter literacy.
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Punuywyuph numgmup hudwguiigh Uhgngn] wiqkpkih’
npujbu onnwp (Eqh puupiipugmyd

Udithnthmd

Zwbgmguyh punkp. ppwlnl hupugnig, pppuyuindun, niunuliwljul gnpéplpug,
wknEjunnywlwl gnughunipinil, Indyknkighw, puqumqubkgnid

Zudwpuphuyiugdwt b nknkjundujiugdwt wpnh wguydwbibpnod nbnbljuondu-
Jut hunnpyuiljguljutt nkninghwikpp dnunp ki gnpét] hwuwpwljuljut Yyuliph ponp
nnpuikp, wyny pynud bwl Yppului nppu: Skntjundujiugdwi wpyniipnid jppulu
hwpwugnygnp Eupwplyty E thnthnfumpiniiitph pk” Yppoipjut juquuljbpyuwlt, pk” junw-
Jupiub dbpnpupuiinipyub wonudny: Twubtudnpuybu (kqujppnipjut phuquijunnid
nbntjunjulwut hunnppuljguljut mkjptininghwubph wpynitwdtn tkpypudwt punphhy
htiwpunp k nupdk] wywhnyby wytuthuh fuplnp gnpénutikp, hugyhuhp kb (Equljwb pw-
Qut dhpwyuyph wwywhnynudp, ntuntdbwljut dnnhjughuyh jppwinudp, nuuwduindu
nwpwnbuwl] dkpnnutph Jhpunnudp, swpnituuljut Yppnipjut wywhnynudp, dwubw-
ghnuluwt swpmimuywh junwpkugnpstuwt dkuwthquubph wpphwuiugmup k-
Quinpkl pupdpugubing numudtwljub qnpéplpugh wpynibuftbinnpmipn: Uwluygl, h
Phiu nunidbwljutt gnpdpiipwugh wpynitwybnnipjut pupdpugdwt wyu gnpshpuluquh,
unbnkjunjuiut nkjiunnghwibpp bwb h hwpn B pbpt) dh owpp dwpuwhpuybputp: Uju-
wtn junupp mbntjunjuljut wkjunnghwibkph gpugtn b wpynibwdtn jhpundwt dw-
uht k pk’unynpnnubph b ph’nuuwjuinnnh Ynnuhg: Uji Bupunpnud £ hundwhp Ynuuk-
wnkiughwubph nhpuwybnnud, npp poyp fuw dh §nndhg mpudwnpky, dnie Ynndhg uinwbiug
dwutiwghwnwljut hdinmpmniiubph ypu hhdtdws Ypenipmnil, nph Jpguwpnniupp Yhth
wpnh hwpwihninp wphwnwynijuynud dwubiwghnwuw dpgnibwlnipyut supniiulju-
Qul wwhywinudp: @kptu vw htwpudnp £ dhuyl ppoipjut nppnpumd dudwwljulhg
nbntjunjulwuwt nkunnghwibtph wpynibudbn tkpppdwi ounphhy: Uju hp htppht
JEpuuwhuwinud E yuuudwinnnh b unynponh nphpuljunupnidubpp: fwuwdwimnnp dknp
k pipnud mnnnpannh b Yaquninpnonnh gnpswenyp, hul undnpnnp” hplmpngh niunodbw-
Sutuynnuljub gnpéniiknipinit hpwljwhuginnh gnpswnniyp:

Unwplyub Umphund
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Wsyuenmue nexcuxu ¢ nomompio MlHTepHeTa Ha ypoke
AHTJINICKOrO A3BIKA KaK HUHOCTPaHHOTO
Apaxenza Mapram
Pesiome
KorfoveBsre croBa: obpasoparesbHAA IapajgurMa, MOTHBaIIHA, 00pa3oBaTeJbHBIH IPOIECC,
ﬂHBePCH¢HKaHHH IIporeccos, I/IH¢OPM¢’U[HOHH¢7H IPpaMOTHOCTH, KOMIIETCHI[HA
B COBPEMEHHBIX YCIOBHUAX I‘JIO68.TII/I38HI/II/I u I/IHQ)OPMBTI/ISHHI/II/I I/IHq)OPMaI_H/IOHHO-KOMMyHI/I-
KaIlOHHBIE TeXHOJIOTHH IIPOHUKJIHN BO BCE CQ)CPBI O6meCTBEHHOﬁ JKH3HH, B TOM YHUCJI€ U B C(bepy
06P830B8HI/IH. OGPaSOBaTEHBHaf{ napagurma mperepiieaa U3MeHEHHNA KaK C TOYKH 3peHHA Opranusa-
pinzaze OGPHBOBHHHH, TaK U METOHOJIOTHM YyIpaBJIEHHS. 3a IocjaenHue ABa OeCATUIETHA BHEIpPEHNe
nHGOPMAI[IOHHO-KOMMYHUKAI[IOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTUH B cepy 06pa30OBaHUs 3HAYUTETHHO ITOBBICHIIO
addekTrBHOCTS yueGHOrO mporecca. B wactHOCTH, Grarozaps 3dGbeKTHBHOMY BHEIPEHUIO
nHGOPMAI[IOHHO-KOMMYHUKAIOHHBIX TEXHOJIOTHI B Y4eOHBIN IIPOIeCcC B OOIACTH A3BIKOBOTO
06pa30BaHUA CTAJI0 BO3MOXKHBIM 00€CIIEYHTh TaKMe BaKHbIe (DAaKTOPHI, KaK CO3JaHHe eCTeCTBeHHOM
S3BIKOBOM CpeJbl, CTUMYyJIHpPOBaHHE y4eGHOM MOTHBAIL[UY, IPUMEHEHUE Pa3JIWYHbIX METOJOB
06y11eH1/m, obecrieyeHue HEIIPpEPBIBHOI'O A3BIKOBOTO 06P330B8HI/IH u T. O. O,Z[HaKO, cpesu 5TOrO
HaGopa HHCTPYMEHTOB [Jis IIOBBIIIEHHSA Bq)(beKTI/IBHOCTI/I yqeGHoro mponecca I/IH(i)OpMaI_H/IOHHLIE
TEXHOJIOTUH TAKXKE BBIIBMIMN PAZ BbI3OBOB. B YaCTHOCTH, pe€4Yb HIET O I'PaMOTHOM K S(bq)eKTI/IBHOM
NIpUMEHEHUHN I/IHQ)OPMBHI/IOHHI)IX TEXHOJIOTUH U y4almuMHUCH, U IIpeIoaBaTeIeM. Omno nozpasyme-
BaeT BJIa/leHHWE KOMIIJIEKCOM KOMHETEHHI/II‘;I, KOTOpBI€ IIO3BOJIAT, C O,Z[HOfI CTOpPOHBI, OaBaTh, a C
[LpPYToil CTOPOHBI, HOJydYaTh OOpasoBaHWE HA OCHOBE IPOMECCHOHAIBHBIX HABBIKOB, KOHEYHBIM
pesy/IbTaTOM KOTOPOTO CTaHeT IIOCTOSHHOE MOAZep)KaHHe IIpOodeCCHOHANBHON KOHKYPEHTO-
CIIOCOGHOCTH Ha COBPEMEHHOM, IIOCTOSHHO MEHAIOIEMCS PhIHKE TPyJa. DTO BO3MOXHO TOJIBKO 3a
cueT 5((heKTHBHOTO BHEIPEHUSI COBPEMEHHBIX MH()OPMALMOHHBIX TEXHOJOrHH B cdepy obpaso-
BaHUA.
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